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Xpnuatodotnon

To ap OV ekTALOEUTIKO UALKO €XEL avarmtuxBOel ota mAaiola
Tou ekmatdeuTikoU £pyou tou dLdaokovta.

To €pyo «Avolkta Akadnuaika Mabnuata oto
AplototeAetlo Mavemotipuo Osoocalovikne» €Xel

XpnHatodotnoeL Lovo tn avadlapopdwaon Tou
EKTIOLOEUTLKOU UALKOU.

To €pyo vAoToleital oto nmAaiolo Tou Emyelpnotlokou
Mpoypappoatoc «Eknaidevon kot Ata Biou MaBnon» kal
ocuyxpnuotodoteital ano tnv Evpwnaikni Evwon
(EvpwTaliko Kowvwviko Tapeilo) kat oo €Bvikouc TOpouC.

EMIXEIPHZIAKO NMPOIPAMMA
EKHAIAEYZH KAI AIA BIOY MAGHXH — Ez "A

YNOYPTEIO NAIAEIAE & BPHEKEYMATON, MIOAITIEMOY & ABAHTIEMOY
Evpwmaiii’Evwony EIAIKH YMHPEZIA AIAXEIPIIHE

Evpwmaiké Kowvuvikoé Tapeio

Me tn ouyxpnuparobdotnon tng EAAadac kat tng Evpwnaikrg Evwong
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Melodrama and Political
Propaganda

EMIXEIPHEIAKO MPOIPAMMA
E EKMAIAEYZH KAI AIA BIOY MAGHZH el Ez nA
- : ’ E npdypappa yia tav avdnwén

YNOYPFEIO MAIAEIAL KAl OPHIKEYMATON
EvpwnoikiEvwon EI!AIKH YMHPEZIA AIAXEIPIZHE
Et 0 K 6 Tapei
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Meplexopeva evotnToC

1. American melodrama

2. American theatre
3. The Contrast (1787)
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Objectives

* This section narrows down the focus to the study of American
melodrama in the years following the American Revolution.
The students will become acquainted with the power of
melodrama to sustain or challenge political ideologies inviting
the audience to assess changing concepts of national identity.
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American melodrama (1/2)

American melodrama is a certain manifestation of a certain
conceptualization of America during a certain period of
history.

Not a fixed literary generality but rather an attitude.
Vision, form, or style.

Any play assumes a set of values, whether it affirms or attacks
them, shared among its participants (interaction between
stage and audience).

Popular entertainment for a national audience.

The enactment of a dark fantasy concerning the ideal society’s
dissolution.
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American melodrama (2/2)

The threat of destruction inspires the fear that engages
the audience’s attention.

Vulnerability of society while salvation proves its
strength.

Polarization: male and female, East and west, civilization
and wilderness, and more typically good and evil.

Binary oppositions — Manichean vision.
A paradoxical resolution of fundamental contradictions.

Optimism justified and the virtuous are reassured.
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American theatre

* Asite for staging national history, folklore and myths, and
for formulating national ideology.

* National values.

* Notions of what is national and what is alien.

* Awaken people to a common heritage.

* To what extent is the nation’s history fabricated?
* How common is the heritage?

 Which voices are suppressed in order to create a national
discourse?
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The Contrast (1787)

by Royall Tyler
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The first American comedy

Eikéva 1 Eikéva 2
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Points to consider (1/2)

Social comedy/ comedy of manners.

Setting (social, political cultural background).

Theme (sub-themes).

Characters (class, gender, race, ethnicity).

Language (patriotic discourse, revolutionary
rhetoric).

National Identity (Thomas Paine).
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Points to consider (2/2)

American theatre (prejudice, banned by
Congress).

American upper-class society.
Values (frugality, industry, sobriety).
Manliness — masculinity.

Contrast is the defining principle in the play.
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Questions (1/4)

 What is being “contrasted” in The Contrast?
What values and characteristics mark some
characters as more authentically “American”
than others? What is “American-ness” being
contrasted with in the play?
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Questions (2/4)

* Many literary critics have claimed that Colonel
Manly is meant to be understood as a kind of
George Washington figure. What
characteristics relate him to George
Washington? Why do you think Tyler named
this character “Manly”?
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Questions (3/4)

"he character of the rustic, dialect-speaking
Jonathan started a vogue in American
iterature for homespun “Yankee” types. Plays
and novels from the early nineteenth century
often feature naive rural characters indebted
to Tyler’s portrait. Discuss the political
significance of his representation.
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Questions (4/4)

 What ideals of womanhood and femininity do
Maria and Charlotte represent? Which of
these women do you think best occupies the
position of “heroine” in this play? Why do you
think Charlotte is a more appealing character?
What are her faults? What are her virtues?
How does she change over the course of the

play?
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Republican Womanhood

many women contributed to the war effort through
fundraising and running family businesses in the absence of
husbands.

women had the essential role of instilling their children with
values conducive to a healthy republic.

the wife's relationship with her husband became more liberal,
as love and affection instead of obedience and subserviance
began to characterize the ideal marital relationship.

however, women still found themselves subordinated, legally
and socially, to their husbands, disenfranchised and with only

the role of mother open to them.
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The Spirit of Nationalism: Declaring
Independence

* Explore the role The Contrast has played
in the formation of American values and
in the creation of enduring myths about
America.

* Description of the true American
character.
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2nueiwpa Xpnonc Epywv Tpitwv

* ToEpyo auto KAVEL Xprion Twv akoAoubwv Epywv:

e  Ewovec/2xnuota/Awaypappote/Dwtoypadieg

* Ewova 1: Copyright, http://www.nndb.com/people/746/000114404/royall-tyler-sized.jpg

 Ewova 2: Copyright,
http://americainclass.org/sources/makingrevolution/independence/images/contrastrg6ssl.j
Bg
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2npueiwpa Avadopag

Copyright AplototéAelo Mavemnotn o Osoocalovikng, Zwn A€ton. «American
Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century. Melodrama and Political
Propaganda ». Ekdoon: 1.0. @scoalovikn 2014. AtaBeoipo amod tn Siktuakn
SdtevBuvon: http://eclass.auth.gr/courses/OCRS450/
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Znpeiwpa Adetodotnonc

To ap OV UALKO SlatiBetal pe toug 0pouc tne adelac xprniong Creative
Commons Avadopa - Mapopota Atavoun [1] R petayeveotepn, AleBvng
‘Ekdoon. E¢apouvtal Ta autoteAn £pya Tpitwyv T.X. pwtoypadiec,
Slaypappata K.A.T., T OTtola EUTIEPLEXOVTAL OE ALUTO KaL T OToL
avadEpovtal pall LE TOUC OPOUC XProNG TOUC 0To «2npeiwpa Xpnong Epywv

Tpitwv».
[©ONolel

O dkalouyoc umopet va mapexeL otov adelodoyo Eexwplotn adela va

XPNOLUOTIOLEL TO €pPYO YyLOL EUTTOPLKA XpNon, Epocov auTto Tou {nTtnOEL.

[1] http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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AlratApNoN ZNHELWHATWV

Ornoladnmote avamapaywyn n SLaokeun Tou VALKOU Ba TtpETEL
va oupmeplAapBavet:

" 10 Znueilwpa Avadopac

= 10 Znuelwpa Adelodotnong

= 1 6NAwon Alatpnong ZNUELWHATWY

" 10 2nuelwpa Xpriong Epywv Tpitwv (epooov umtapyel)

ol pe Toug cuvodEVOUEVOUC UTIEPOUVOECHOUC.
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