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Unit Contents 

1. Church and state relations in modern 

Europe (part B) 
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Unit Objectives 

• General understanding of the Church 

and state relations in modern 

Europe. 
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Institutional unity and separation 

• Finland, United Kingdom and Sweden  these states 

provide legislative guarantees of relative 

ecclesiastical autonomy for their churches. 

• States that provide limited autonomy for their 

churches.  

• Denmark offers limited administrative autonomy for 

its state churches. 
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Denmark’s state-church system 

• There is no supreme ecclesiastical body for the state 

churches. 

• In other European states there have supreme bodies. 

• Greece has two state churches: the Orthodox Church 

of Greece and the Orthodox Church of Crete.  
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State church ≠ Free church 

• State church  statute enacted by the respective 

Parliaments. 

• Free church  statute enacted through their legislative 

bodies.  

• In some countries state churches are organized as public law 

corporations, in others as private law corporations. 

• State churches are never organized as private law 

corporations. 
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Systems of institutional separation 

• Subdivided into three subsystems: 

Subsystems of Catholic established Church 

Subsystems of special recognition of one or 

more parts of a disguised established 

Church 

Subsystems of a multinational state  

11 



Aristotle 
University of 
Thessaloniki 

Ecclesiastical Law (Erasmus)  

School of Law A.U.TH. 

Subsystem of Catholic established Church 

• They prevail in Lichtenstein, Monaco and 

Malta. 

• Catholic established Church does not 

have the status of a state church. 
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Subsystem of special recognition 

• This subsystem has assimilated the human rights 

principles. 

• It may provide the basis for giving privileges or better 

treatment for an established church or churches. 

• Law, Constitution or practices – special recognition.  
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Notes and remarks 

• Divergent religious communities enjoy religious freedom and 

equality. 

• Divergent  religious communities are separate communities. 

• Moldova  two Orthodox Churches – separate ones 

– only  religious communities are protected by the 

state’s law, not schematics nor heretics (divergent 

communities). 
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Church of Bessarabia 

• It does not protect divergent religious communities (they 

should be registered in accordance with state law of 

Moldova). 

• Is a canonical Church not a separate church?  

• Moldovan case study states that it did not violate the religious 

manifestations of Orthodox communities as it did with the 

divergent orthodox religious communities. 
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