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Unit Contents

1. Church and state relations in modern

Europe (part D)

2. European countries with predominantly

Orthodox majority (part A)




Unit Objectives

* General understanding of the Church
and state relations in modern

Europe.

Ecclesiastical Law (Erasmus )
School of Law A.U.TH.

Thessaloniki



(Zamy) ARISTOTLE
402 % UNIVERSITY OF

e T

A" THESSALONIKI

Church and state relations in modern Europe

(part D)



Subsystems of multi-denominational state (1/2)

e Multi-tire structures of legal regimes are grounded
on agreements between certain states and the Holy
See and on Conventions signed by their governments
and -in particular- religious communities (examples:
Germany, Hungary, ltaly, Spain, Croatia, Israel,

Lithuania, Poland etc.)
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Subsystems of multi-denominational state (2/2)

* Another criterion for the differentiation of the legal
treatment of churches and religious communities is

the signing of agreements between:

v the state and the Holy See and

v the state government and churches or religious

communities
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Italy’s pyramid

1%t level: the Catholic Church (Treaty of 1984 between the state and the
Catholic Church).

2" Jevel: the eight churches or religious communities with which the

government has agreements.

3" level: churches or religious communities with legal personality under

the special law on minorities of 1929

4t level: churches or religious communities with legal personality under

the Civil Code

5th Jevel: churches or religious communities without legal personality
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The system of “Laicité” (1/3)

* Otherwise: the system of positive state

secularity (in France).

* Here we have the same constitutional
principles as in the subsystems of multi-
denominational state, with only two

differences (see next slide):

Ecclesiastical Law (Erasmus )
School of Law A.U.TH.

11



Thessaloniki

The system of “Laicité” (2/3)

v'church-state separation

v’ positive state’s secularity

v'more absolute equality of religions
v'benevolent neutrality of the state

v'church autonomy
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The system of “Laicité” (3/3)

* Russia also constitutes positive state
secularity, but in practice the Russian
Orthodox Church is a de facto established by

the state church.

* |n Turkey, there is a contradiction in its

Constitution concerning the state’s secularity.
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Licensing Note

The current material is available under the Creative Commons Attribution -
Share Alike [1] or later, International Edition. Excluded are the individual

works of third parties, e.g. photographs, diagrams etc., which are contained
therein and are mentioned alondside with their terms of use in the “Use of

Third Parties Work Note”.
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The copyright holder may give to the license holder a separate license to use
the work for commercial use, if requested.
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Notes Preservation

Any reproduction or adaptation of the material should include:

= the Reference Note,

= the Licensing Note,
= the declaration of Notes Preservation,

= the Use of Third Parties Work Note (if available),

together with the accompanied URLs.
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