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Neplexopeva evotntog (1/2)

Westward Movement
Manifest Destiny

Bison skull pile

Migration after the Civil War
Homesteaders

Life on the Plains

The Pilgrim and the Pioneer

The myth of the American West
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Neplexopeva evotntog (2/2)

9. Reality

10. Wild West Shows

11. American Hollywood Western Films
12. Spaghetti Western

13. Sergio Leone

14. Disjunction between American mythology and the reality of
America

15. Sudden emergence of western plays in the 1870s
16. The West as the future of the nation

Frontier plays
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Objectives

* This section approaches the myth of the American West
through the frontier plays of the late nineteenth century. The
aesthetics of melodrama are employed in these plays in an
attempt to promote the mythical aspect of the west as a land
of limitless opportunities concealing the excessive violence
and discrimination that existed there.
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Melodrama and the Politics of
Race
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Westward Movement (1/3)

Jlegendsofamerica.com

Eikoéva 1

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century

AyyAwng Nwaooag kat Gloloyiag



Westward Movement (2/3)

* The latter half of the 19th century: between

the California Gold Rush of 1849 and the end
of the century.

— Scientific explorations (water, land, nature)
— Governmental intervention (treaties)

— Indian Removal Policy: Trail of Tears (the forced
relocation and movement of Native American
nations)
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Westward Movement (3/3)

Eikéva 2 Eikéva 3

- American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Manifest Destiny and the Myth of the West

eThe belief that the United
States was pre-ordained by
God to expand from the
Atlantic coast to the Pacific
coast (1840s).

|t provided a
moral/religious as well as
political/economic

@ justification for imperialistic
EIK6VO 4 expansion.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century

AyyAwng Nwaooag kat Gloloyiag 12



Environmental destruction:
Bison skull pile

Eikbva 5
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Migration after the Civil War

“The Best Prairie Lands", "Low Prices", "Large
Discounts For Cash", and "Better Terms Than
Ever!".

A better economic life (to escape poverty and
over-crowding and sometimes to escape religious
persecution).

Ethnic communities (Swedes in South Dakota,
Irish in Montana, German Jews in Oregon, etc.).

The new railroads.
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Homesteaders (1/2)

The Homesteaders *1862 Homestead Act - each
Farming the Plains family given 160 acres of
o R land as long as they farmed it

s
"

for five years.

¢1873 Timber Culture Act - a
further 160 acres of land was
given as long as 40 acres was
planted with trees.

Eikova 6

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Homesteaders (2/2)

¢1877 Desert Land Act - 640
acres of very cheap land was
made available in areas with
low rainfall.

eThousands of freed black
slaves became
homesteaders.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century

AyyAwng Nwaooag kat Gloloyiag 16



Life on the Plains

o' .There is progress
everywhere, and the van-
guard -- the pioneers of
civilization -- are actuated
and inspired by the
principles which have made
America free and glorious.”

™ , Harper's Weekly
e e January 11, 1868.

Eikéva 8

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century

ApIOTOTEAEIO

MavemoTnuio AyyAwng Nwooag kat GhoAoyiag

©ecoalovikng

17



The Pilgrim and the Pioneer

eThe love of

KLY
g’: i"‘i’”""’”mwﬂm religious freedom

impelled the Pilgrims
to settle the New
England; the love of
personal liberty
leads the pioneer to
embark on the
boundless prairies of
the West.

Eikova 9
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The myth of the American West

* Frederick Jackson Turner "The Significance of
the Frontier in American History" (1893).

— individualism, self-reliance, ingenuity and
optimism

— the pioneer/cowboy as an adventurer
(stereotypes: good white vs. barbaric Indian)

— develop their identity as a people (American
frontier)

— built a democratic civilization

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Reality

*Conquest/

WHEN YOU'VE WAITED 15 YEARS

i cultural domination.

YOU CAH ONLY KILL HIM ONCE!

DEATH

LEE VAN CLEEF

eOpportunists/
lawlessness.

e A place where
different races

Pragtisiey FTR < 3 p—  OVE rlapped.
e Conflict/ hostility.

Eikova 10
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Wild West Shows

ehttp://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=fcnkv6ZVBCo
(Dec. 28, 2006)

e|n his shows the Indians
were usually the "bad
guys," attacking
stagecoaches and wagon
trains in order to be driven
off by "heroic" cowboys and
soldiers.

Eikéva 11
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American Hollywood Western Films
(1940s-1950s) (1/4)

Eikbva 12

eDerive from the long
tradition of Wild West
literature that had
dominated the mass taste
of 19th-century America
(Fenimore Cooper’s The
Last of the Mohicans).

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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American Hollywood Western Films
(1940s-1950s) (2/4)

*The life of a wanderer, a
cowboy or a gunfighter
fighting villains and bound
to no fixed social structures.

e A society organized
around codes of honor and
personal justice (feud),
rather than any rationalistic
law.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century

AyyAwng Nwaooag kat Gloloyiag 23



American Hollywood Western Films
(1940s-1950s) (3/4)

eHard life of American
frontier families.

e Conflict between natives
and settlers.

eSpecific settings: desolate
landscape, isolated
forts,ranches.

eTowns: saloon, general
store, jailhouse, church,
school.

Eikova 14

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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American Hollywood Western Films
(1940s-1950s) (4/4)

* Classical western ideology consists of
justifications for colonization,
imperialism, genocide of Indians,
‘natural’ connection between masculinity
and violence.

Three sets of characters: the hero, the
society, and the villains.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Spaghetti Western
(1959 to the early 1970’s)

Eikéva 15

eBegan as a parody of
classic American Western
movies, but they evolved
into a respected movie
genre.

eFilmed in Italy and based
on stories of the American
west.

e\iolent and humorous.
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Sergio Leone (1929-1989)

Eikéva 16

eEuropean westerns vs.
Hollywood
westerns:‘dollars-trilogy’: A
Fistful of Dollars (1964), For
a Few Dollars More (1965),
and The Good, the Bad and
the Ugly (1966): extremely
violent and enjoyed great
box-office success.

e A savage vision of the
West.
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Disjunction between American mythology
and the reality of America (1/2)

e|mages of the West as
thrilling, violent, extreme,
repulsive, and often
ridiculous.

e A space beyond civilization
where enrichment
depended on one’s skill
with a gun and ability to
deceive an opponent.

Eikéva 17
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Disjunction between American mythology and
the reality of America (2/2)

eMurderous individualism
vs. the rhetorical tropes of
‘civilisation’, ‘justice’ and
‘manifest destiny.

eConvey no universal moral
messages (as many
Hollywood Westerns have
claimed to), but rather
remain ambivalent.

eThe heroes are not
Eikova 18 intended to set an example.
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Sudden emergence of western plays
in the 1870s

e Theorize the nation: contextualize its

multicultural identity into a single unifying
ideological construct.

 Reshape the nation’s ideological profile after
the Civil War: bring the West closer to the East
through a civilizing process that revived the
basic tenets of American democracy: equal
rights, free labor, and prosperity.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Bartley Campbell’s My Partner (1879)

BARTLEY CAMPBELL'S POWERFUL AMERICAN PLAY

MY PARTNER
e o TR

#LOUIS ALDRICH & C.T.PARSLOE.

Eikova 19

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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The West as the future of the nation

(1/3)

* The West is textualized as
“Paradise,” as another “Garden of
Eden” reinforcing both the image
of the romantic natural landscape
and the dream of limitless
possibilities and quick wealth.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century 37
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The West as the future of the nation

(2/3)

* A “blank page” where America could rewrite
its grand narratives of republicanism and
liberal individualism.

* Aland of wild beauty and regenerative
potential and its people as indomitable
dreamers capable of admirable deeds.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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The West as the future of the nation

(3/3)

 Romanticize individual acquisitiveness
and national imperialist policy.

* A rough country inhabited by people
whom the “civilized” East regarded as
beyond the fringes of respectable
society.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Frontier plays (1/3)

* Resolve the fundamental dilemma regarding
the nation’s expansive politics which, on the
one hand, entailed the exploitation and
“corruption” of the land, while, on the other, it
was deemed necessary for the establishment
and viability of organized society.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Frontier plays (2/3)

* Blur the stark reality of an
exceedingly complex multicultural
community fractured by the
unrelenting forces of capitalist
expansion and racial exclusion.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Frontier plays (3/3)

* Romanticized mining-camp culture.

* An abstract sense of social morality and
individual honor as well as a primitive
form of justice.

e The characters exhibit an obsessive
adherence to eastern behavioral codes
and conventions.

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century
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Znpeiwpa Adetodotnonc

To ap OV UALKO SlatiBetal pe toug 0pouc tne adelac xprniong Creative
Commons Avadopa - Mapopota Atavoun [1] R petayeveotepn, AleBvng
‘Ekdoon. E¢apouvtal Ta autoteAn £pya Tpitwyv T.X. pwtoypadiec,
Slaypappata K.A.T., T OTtola EUTIEPLEXOVTAL OE ALUTO KaL T OToL
avadEpovtal pall LE TOUC OPOUC XProNG TOUC 0To «2npeiwpa Xpnong Epywv

Tpitwv».
[©ONolel

O dkalouyoc umopet va mapexeL otov adelodoyo Eexwplotn adela va

XPNOLUOTIOLEL TO €pPYO YyLOL EUTTOPLKA XpNon, Epocov auTto Tou {nTtnOEL.

[1] http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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7\ APIITOTEAEIO ANOIKTA
/5 MANEMISTHMIO AKAAHMAIKA — %asy
©7 OEITAAONIKHE MAGHMATA

TENOG EvOTNTOC

Enteéepyaoia: <Xplotiva Mamayapitov>
Oeocoalovikn, Eapvo E¢aunvo 2014-2015

EMIXEIPHEIAKO MPOIPAMMA
E EKMAIAEYZH KAI AIA BIOY MAGHZH el Ez nA
- : ’ = m npdypappa yia tav avdnwén

YNOYPFEIO MAIAEIAL KAl OPHIKEYMATON —
EvpwnoikiEvwon EI!AIKH YMHPEZIA AIAXEIPIZHE
Et 0 K 6 Tapei

vpwmaikd Kovwviko Tapeio

Me mn guyxpnparodornon tng EAMaSag kai tng Eupwnaikig Evwong




(7@ APIITOTEAEIO
S MANEMNIZTHMIO
G OEIYAAONIKHI

2NUELWHOTOL



AlratApNoN ZNHELWHATWV

Ornoladnmote avamapaywyn n SLaokeun Tou VALKOU Ba TtpETEL
va oupmeplAapBavet:

" 10 Znueilwpa Avadopac

= 10 Znuelwpa Adelodotnong

= 1 6NAwon Alatpnong ZNUELWHATWY

" 10 2nuelwpa Xpriong Epywv Tpitwv (epooov umtapyel)

ol pe Toug cuvodEVOUEVOUC UTIEPOUVOECHOUC.
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