7z APIITOTEAEIO ANOIKTA
/5 MANEMISTHMIO AKAAHMAIKA — %asy
Vi OEYYAAONIKHE MAOHMATA

American Culture and
Melodrama in the 19th century

Evotnta 3 : Women and Melodrama

Zwn A€ton
TMHMA ATTAIKHZ TAQZZAZ KAl OINOAOTIAZ

EMNIXEIPHEIAKO NMPOTPAMMA
EKMAIAEYZH KAI AIA BIOY MAGHZH

i ((

YNOYPTFEIO NAIAEIAL KAl BPHIKEYMATON
EvpwnaixiEvwon EIAIKH YMHPEZIIA AIAXEIPILHE
Evpuwmaiké Ko 6 Tapei

ko Kovwviko Tapeio

Me mn guyxpnparodornon tng EAMaSag kai tng Eupwnaikig Evwong




Adslec Xpnone

* To rmopov eKTALSEVTIKO UALKO UTTOKELTOL OF
adetec xpnonc Creative Commons.

* Lol EKTTOLLOEVUTLKO UALKO, OTIWC ELKOVEC, TIOU
UTTOKELTOL 0 AAAoU TUTou AdeLac xpnone, N
adela xpnoncg avadEPETAL PNTWC.

[©ONolel

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century

AyyAwng Nwaooag kat Gloloyiag



Xpnuatodotnon

To ap OV ekTALOEUTIKO UALKO €XEL avarmtuxBOel ota mAaiola
Tou ekmatdeuTikoU £pyou tou dLdaokovta.

To €pyo «Avolkta Akadnuaika Mabnuata oto
AplototeAetlo Mavemotipuo Osoocalovikne» €Xel

XpnHatodotnoeL Lovo tn avadlapopdwaon Tou
EKTIOLOEUTLKOU UALKOU.

To €pyo vAoToleital oto nmAaiolo Tou Emyelpnotlokou
Mpoypappoatoc «Eknaidevon kot Ata Biou MaBnon» kal
ocuyxpnuotodoteital ano tnv Evpwnaikni Evwon
(EvpwTaliko Kowvwviko Tapeilo) kat oo €Bvikouc TOpouC.

EMIXEIPHZIAKO NMPOIPAMMA
EKHAIAEYZH KAI AIA BIOY MAGHXH — Ez "A

YNOYPTEIO NAIAEIAE & BPHEKEYMATON, MIOAITIEMOY & ABAHTIEMOY
Evpwmaiii’Evwony EIAIKH YMHPEZIA AIAXEIPIIHE

Evpwmaiké Kowvuvikoé Tapeio

Me tn ouyxpnuparobdotnon tng EAAadac kat tng Evpwnaikrg Evwong
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EMIXEIPHEIAKO TNPOTPAMMA
EKMAIAEYZH KAI AIA BIOY MAGHZH
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Meplexopeva evotnToC

1. Fashion (1845)

2. Leonore; or, The World’s Own
(1857)
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Objectives

* This section examines the representations of femininity in
melodramatic plays written by early American women. The
students will approach the plays from a critical perspective
exploring how the two female playwrights use melodramatic
techniques in an attempt to disrupt the dominant gender
ideology of the time.
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Points to consider

e How do women characters in melodramatic
narratives relate to language and
communication?

e What kind of roles do women characters
occupy in melodrama?

* How is patriarchal culture presented?
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Fashion (1845)

Anna Cora Mowatt
(1819-1870)
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Anna Cora Ogden (1819-1870)

Eikéva 1 Eikova 2
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Biographical information

Daughter of a prosperous merchant, she was born in
France and at the age of 6 her family moved to
America.

She attended private schools but was primarily
educated at home.

At age 15, she eloped with James Mowatt (1805—-
1849), a prominent and wealthy New York lawyer
who encouraged her to continue her education and

to write.

In 1853, Anna married William F. Ritchie (? — 1868).

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century

AyyAwng Nwaooag kat Gloloyiag 10



Books (1/2)

Pelayo, or The Cavern of Covadonga (1836)
Reviewers Reviewed (1837, pseud. “Isabel”)
The Fortune Hunter (pseud. “Helen Berkley”)
Evelyn (pseud. “Helen Berkley”)

A biography of Goethe (pseud. “Henry C.
Browning”)

Articles in Graham’s Magazine and Godey’s
Lady’s Book and other periodicals.
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Books (2/2)

* Mimic Life; or Before and Behind the Curtain
(1855)

e Twin Roses (1857)
* Mute Singer (1861)
* Fairy Fingers (1865)

* The Clergyman’s Wife, and Other Sketches
(1867)

American Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century

AyyAwng Nwaooag kat Gloloyiag



Plays

* Fashion (1845). Adapted for the 21st century
and performed at Ohio Wesleyan University in
2008. The modern script uses 7 men, 6
women, minimal staging, and runs for about 2
hours.

 Armand, the Child of the People (1847).
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Eikéva 3

Acting Career

 |n 1841, Anna became a
public reader due to
financial problems.

* Performed leading roles in
Shakespeare, melodramas,
and her own plays. She
toured the United States
and Europe.

* Autobiography of an
Actress (1853).
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Fashion: social comedy/ satire

Contemporary urban life.
Class roles and distinctions.

Fashionable codes of behavior / “drawing-
room” society.

Social issues: America’s obsession with
financial success/ market economy/ self-
alienation/ masculine materialistic ethos/ the
new ideology of industrial economy.
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Gender ideology of the 19th
century

e The Cult of True Womanhood: 1820-1860

~ Market economy/ division of spheres of
activity: public and domestic.

Women’s magazines (conduct books).
Piety, purity,submissiveness, and domesticity.
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The Ideal of Real Womanhood

 American women often felt they did not live
up to the ideal of True Womanhood; some of
them blamed themselves, some challenged
the standard, some tried to keep the virtues
and enlarge the scope of womanhood.
Somehow through this mixture of challenge
and acceptance, of change and continuity, the
True Woman evolved into the New Woman.
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Women’s Movements

 Social Reform.
e First feminist movements.

* The Seneca Falls Convention (1848).
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Leonore; or, The World’s Own
(1857)

Julia Ward Howe
(1819-1910)
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Julia Ward Howe

Fortrait of Jliza'ward Howe, ca 1232, From the Juliz Ward
Howe Pepers, 1857-15681. Schlesinger Library, Radd iffe
Institute.

Eikova 4 Eikova 5
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A proto-feminist drama

* Social context: social protests, women’s
movements.

* Theme: sexual double standard/ women’s
position within American social, cultural, and
ideological structures.

* Prototypical feminist drama: a woman’s
transition from passive repression and denial
to independence and self-definition.
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American Feminism

Seneca Falls Convention (1848) — The
Declaration of Sentiments.

American Women Suffrage Association.

Lucy Stone, Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady
Stanton.

Political parity with men, higher education,
reform of divorce and child custody laws,

protection of women’s property, and suffrage.
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Literary Career

1862: Battle Hymn of the Republic.
1870: Woman’s Journal (weekly).

1874: Sex and Education (a defense of
coeducation).

Poems: Passion Flowers (1854), ), Words for
the Hour (1857), Later Lyrics(1866) and At
Sunset(1910).

Plays: Leonora (1857) and Hippolytus (1864).
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Leonore; or, The World’s Own

Romantic tragedy: poetic language/ intensity of
passion.

A powerful story.
A climactic array of events.

A female character whose psychological
transformation sets the action in swift motion.

Radicalism which is softened only by her technique
of distant place and time as well as the death of the
heroine in the final scene of the play.
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Signs, images, and metaphors

|dealized femininity - the object of the
villagers’ gaze/ allegorical figure for virtue.

Sinister threat against the established order of
the small village community/ symbol of
uncontrolled sexuality.

Image of disorder.
“Fallen” woman.

Social outcast.
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Sexuality and social control

 Mid-19th-century medical and etiquette texts
linked sexual control with national progress.

* Virtue and self-denial carried political and
economic connotations.

e Class distinction: Middle-classes from lower
classes by adopting a specific set of sexual
values - male continence and female

passionlessness.
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New image of femininity (1/3)

Refusal to assume the position of the victim.

Reversal of the traditional roles of seducer and
seduced/ traditional male-female power
relations.

Becomes the agent of action.
Moves toward autonomy and power.

Criticizes the idea of women as sexual objects.
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New image of femininity (2/3)

* Polarized representations of negative and
positive femininity.

* Women are defined in terms of what they
represent in man’s desire.

* “Women who reject or are ambivalent about
the female role frighten themselves and
society so much that their ostracism and self-
destructiveness probably begin very
early”(Phyllis Chesler, 56).
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New image of femininity (3/3)

* Gothic atmosphere: mysterious scenes of
manipulation, betrayal, false appearances,
concealed identities.

A “monstrous woman,” woman marked as
“Other.”

* Feminine disruption of male order.
e Descent into “madness.”

* Death/ self-authorship.
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2nueiwpa Xpnonc Epywv Tpitwv

*  To'Epyo auTO KAVEL Xprion Twv akOAoUBwvV Epywv:

*  Ewoveg/Ixnuata/Alaypappata/Pwtoypadieg

. Ewkova 1: Copyright, http://www.eapoe.org/images/mowattac.jpg

. Ewkova 2: Copyright, http://media-1.web.britannica.com/eb-media/51/21551-004-A194311D.jpg

. Ewkova 3: CC BY SA,
https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/10/Anna Cora Mowatt NYPL 834066.jpg

. Ewkova 4: Copyright, https://s-media-cache-
ak0.pinimg.com/236x/b2/af/8b/b2af8bd197114ff0b58bablc5d7ad01f.jpg

. Ewkova 5: Copyright, http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/ww/images/howe.jpg
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2npueiwpa Avadopag

Copyright AplototéAelo Mavemnotn o Osoocalovikng, Zwn A€ton. «American
Culture and Melodrama in the 19th century. Women and Melodrama».
‘Exkdoon: 1.0. Oecoalovikn 2014. AtaBgopo armno tn diktvakn dtevBuvon:
http://eclass.auth.gr/courses/OCRS450/
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Znpeiwpa Adetodotnonc

To ap OV UALKO SlatiBetal pe toug 0pouc tne adelac xprniong Creative
Commons Avadopa - Mapopota Atavoun [1] R petayeveotepn, AleBvng
‘Ekdoon. E¢apouvtal Ta autoteAn £pya Tpitwyv T.X. pwtoypadiec,
Slaypappata K.A.T., T OTtola EUTIEPLEXOVTAL OE ALUTO KaL T OToL
avadEpovtal pall LE TOUC OPOUC XProNG TOUC 0To «2npeiwpa Xpnong Epywv

Tpitwv».
[©ONolel

O dkalouyoc umopet va mapexeL otov adelodoyo Eexwplotn adela va

XPNOLUOTIOLEL TO €pPYO YyLOL EUTTOPLKA XpNon, Epocov auTto Tou {nTtnOEL.

[1] http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0/
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AlratApNoN ZNHELWHATWV

Ornoladnmote avamapaywyn n SLaokeun Tou VALKOU Ba TtpETEL
va oupmeplAapBavet:

" 10 Znueilwpa Avadopac

= 10 Znuelwpa Adelodotnong

= 1 6NAwon Alatpnong ZNUELWHATWY

" 10 2nuelwpa Xpriong Epywv Tpitwv (epooov umtapyel)

ol pe Toug cuvodEVOUEVOUC UTIEPOUVOECHOUC.
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